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SPECIAL FORCES FROM AROUND THE WORLD

TO ASSEMBLE FOR OPEN DISCUSSION IN ISRAEL
AT COM 2009 – THE ANNUAL EVENT FOR 

"SPECIAL OPERATIONS FORCES"
ORGANIZED IN RESPONSE TO AN INTERNATIONAL IMPERATIVE BORN OF

THE EVOLVING HOMELAND SECURITY REALITY, THE EVENT SEEKS TO CREATE AN OPPORTUNITY FOR SPECIAL UNITS IN BOTH MILITARY AND POLICE FORCES TO DISCUSS AND ANALYZE NEW TECHNOLOGIES, EXCHANGE IDEAS, AND CREATE AN OPEN CHANNEL OF COMMUNICATION
Isreal, Tel Aviv, May 21, 2009… COM 2009 (COM stands for Cochot Meyuchadim ,Hebrew for Special Forces), a new international  event dedicated to Special Forces and Special Operations,  taking place in Israel, June 9-11, 2009, will bring together a wide range of Special Forces units from around the world for an open dialog, case study evaluations, and examination of  means, methods and technologies unique to the subject.  This is the first event of its kind in Israel and the organizers hope for the start of a new tradition.  
"COM 2009 is an event especially designed for those who plan and execute tactical police and military special operations, be it against an organized enemy force, a terror or guerilla organization, or a serious criminal enterprise.", explains conference Steering Committee member Colonel (res.) Ofer Dvir of Global CST, one of the event organizers.
This international conference's invited Special Forces units from around the world will include  Britain's SAS, U.S.'s Delta Force as well as its Navy Seals, NATO's Special Forces Command, Russia's Special Forces and Operations Command, Germany's GSG-9 and Swat Sek, as well as counter terror Special Forces units from France, Hungary, Poland, Italy, Spain, Canada and others.  Israel will send a large contingent of its Special Forces units including YAMAM (Special Police Unit), a variety of Israeli Intelligence Services, Sayeret Matkal, the Navy's Commando "Sha'yetet 13", and a variety of counter-terror Special Forces units.  
The event is comprised of two components. One is the conference, which features both restricted and open sessions, the other is exhibition which will openly present technologies, products, and systems specifically aimed at and in some cases specifically designed for the unique needs of Special Forces, by defense and security industries   from Israel and around the world.
According to the event organizers, the subject of Homeland Security tops the list of security concerns of countries and governments around the globe.  "These days, many Homeland Security tasks are assigned to special military, police, and other Special Operations units, each specializing in their own area of expertise with the ability to operate independently under the direct command of the head of an entire national security apparatus."  The organizers further point out that, "This reality created the need for an event just for Special Forces.  Such an event provides a platform for Special Operations professionals to interact, exchange ideas with, learn from, and compare experiences with their counterparts around the world.  These efforts facilitate a shared learning of individual experiences leading to a broadening of the knowledge base, and to the creation of cooperation partnerships, therefore to an increased effectiveness in combating terrorism and illegal violence globally."  According to the organizers, "The traditional military force is undergoing a fundamental transformation as the proliferating and changing nature of threats leads to a greater emphasis on the use of smaller, specialized units working in cooperation with other units including across national lines to defeat global threats."  Therefore, they explain, it is more important than ever to assemble these military and police specialists for a common purpose, under one roof.
The conference will open with an address by General (Res.) Israel Ziv – Former J3 IDF General Staff, And former Commander of Gaza Division.  Brigadier General (Res.), Yosi Kuperwasser Former Head of the production division in the Intelligence branch (J2), G2 of the Central Command, will moderate a large panel of experts to discuss the operational challenges presented by a hostile urban environment, operating behind enemy lines, operating within an area whose hostile population supports the targeted organization and where the area of operation has a low level of autonomous government control.
A second panel will present current trends in the operational philosophy of Special Forces and methods of co-operation among different Special Forces units.  Additionally, the panel will discuss the integration of intelligence and the use of technology in inter-unit co-operation as well as the use of specialized capabilities such as Crisis Negotiation and Information Operation.  The panel will be moderated by Colonel (Res) Lior Lotan, Vice President Global CST and previously Commander in (IDF) Special Operations Unite, and Head of the Israeli negotiations team
The second part of the conference will include a presentation by Major General (ret.) David Tsur, Former CINC Tel Aviv District, and Commander of Special Operations Police Unit. Mr. Tsur's presentation will analyze, interpret, and draw conclusions from special operations undertaken in Israel and in other conflict areas around the world. This will include the 'Homat Magen' operation (Defensive Shield)  , the Lebanon War of 2006,  the capture of the ‘Karine A’ ship, Operation "Cast Lead" in Gaza, the Freeing of Ingrid Betancourt in Columbia, operations in the South of Iraq, and others. 
Sigma Team
Sigma Team specializes in initiating and organizing professional trade shows, international conferences, special events and interactive presentations in the areas of Security (Military Systems, Military and Police, Homeland Security, Border Security, Counter Terror, and Aviation Security). 
The Company was founded in 1986.
Global CST
Global CST is a security Company dealing with strategic development in Military and Security Operational Doctrines. The Company is active in guiding the international discourse in the areas of Special Operations, the development of Special Operations Doctrines, and the capabilities required to achieve them.
For more about the event, please visit our website at: www.army-defense.org
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